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It may be urged in defence of Mr. Pitt-Rivers* theory that the
Negroes in America are not a "pure" race but a mixed race, and that
the race-mixture accounts for the progress made by them; and that
the change in the culture-forms is correlated with change in culture-
potential due to blood-mixture. Says Mr. Pitt-Rivers: "Into the
originally very mixed stock of the Negro the infusion of white
blood has been so extensive that the 'original type of the African
has almost completely disappeared'" (Pitt-Rivers, The Clash of
Culture and the Contact of Races, p. 152). Of the quality of such
process, Mr. Embree says: "These blood mixtures of the slave days
were often what the scientists to-day would call eugenic. Often the
best white blood, represented by the white planters and their sons,
joined with that of Negro girls chosen for their comeliness, intelli-
gence, and attractive personalities" (Embree, Brown America,
p. 7). The white blood represented not only the Anglo-Saxon, but
also the Latin, French, and Spanish. There was the admixture of
Red Indian blood as well. In this sense, the Negroes in America are
not a "race"; they are the result of a mixture of a number of races.

One of the laws formulated by Mr. Pitt-Rivers is that "misce-
genation and outbreeding tend to produce a stock more generalized
and therefore more variable in its adaptability than the specialized
type it replaces when the latter's cultural or physical equilibrium is
disturbed" (Pitt-Rivers, The Clash of Culture and the Contact of
Races, p. 109). The miscegenation of the Whites and the Blacks
must, according to his theory, have brought about a type more
generalized, and capable of wider adaptability than of either of the
more specialized types, Whites or Blacks. It has the culture-poten-
tial of both the Whites and the Blacks. There is nothing that the
mixed Negro people could not do which either the Whites or the
Negroes can do. If the culture-potential of the Whites permits and
sustains democracy, and that of the pure Negroes does not, that of
the mixed Negroes ought to.

Unless it be that, far from generalizing the culture-potential,
miscegenation inhibits certain of the traits derived from Whites,
and among these the capacity for democracy.

In this connection it is interesting to note that the Reverend W.